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QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES OF
FUNDAMENTAL LAW.*

Dr. K. C. Wylie, Wilkinsburg, Pa.

The sessions of this convention thus

far have been occupied chiefly with dis-

cussions of practical reform. This is

proper. The times demand it. Public

evils are coming in like a flood. Christian

citizens should join their forces for their

suppression. We must maintain an order-

ly Sabbath, destroy the liquor power, pro-

tect the home, and uphold Bible-reading

and moral instruction in the public

schools. Reform conventions do right

therefore in directing attention to the dan-

gers that threaten us, and in sounding a

bugle blast to call Christian patriots to

the post of duty, that our land may not be

ruined by these forces of evil.

But it is likewise necessary that we
spend some time in the discussion of the

more theoretical side of reform. We must
inquire as to the fundamental principles

on which moral reform in social and
political life rests, and whether those prin-

ciples are properly recognized in funda-

mental and statute law. Christian citi-

zens are quite well agreed that certain re-

forms ought to be secured. But there is

disagreement as to methods. Many re-

formers and reform associations have

espoused most worthy causes, but they aim

Spoken at the National Reform Convention in New
York, December, 1899.

at nothing very definite, and merely shoot

cff their guns in the air.

The National Reform Association has a

definite aim, not only as to the reforms it

seeks to secure, but also as to the method

of their accomplishment.

We want Sabbath reform, but we not

only want individuals and corporations to

keep the Sabbath, but we want the State

to wield its great power against public

Sabbath desecration. We want the home
guarded against wreck and ruin, but we
not only desire that individual men and

women shall observe the divine law con-

cerning the marriage relation, but also

that the State shall throw an arm of pro-

tection around the family and shield it by

laws framed in accordance with the law

of Christ. In fact, all the reforms we
seek are in the political sphere and require

definite action by the States or by the na-

tion.

This association holds that there are

certain Christian principles fundamental

to all these practical reforms. These prin-

ciples are political as well as Christian.

The primary object of the present dis-

cussion is to present these principles and
to show why they ought to be accepted

by individual citizens and by the nation.

There are three sources from which we
may learn what are the Christian prin-

ciples of national fundamental law. These

are, the constitutional history of our na-

tion, the standard authors on political
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science, and the Word of God. Let us

examine these sources in the order named.

Our constitutional history begins, not

with the framing of the national con-

stitution, but with the planting of the

original thirteen colonies. The charters

of these colonies must be examined to

learn what Christian principles they em-

bodied.

The oldest of these charters is dated

April 10, 1606, and was granted by James

I. for the settlement of Virginia. It recog-

nizes the providence of Almighty God, and

declares the Christian purpose of the

founders of the colony. The charter of

the Plymouth Council, granted also by

James I., dated November 3, 1620, de-

clares the purpose of the colonists to be

“to advance the enlargement of the Chris-

tian religion, to the glory of God Al-

mighty/’ It contains an expression of a

desire to follow God’s sacred will in the

prosecution of this end.

The charter granted by Charles I. to

the Massachusetts Bay Company, March

4, 1629, declares it to be the purpose of

the colonists that the people “may be so re-

ligiously, peaceably, and civilly governed,

as their good life and orderly conversa-

tion may win and incite the natives of the

country to the knowledge and obedience

of the only true God, and Saviour of man-

kind, and the Christian faith, etc.” It is

needless to quote further from the colonial

charters, since they all contain similar

provisions.

The colonial compacts, which next de-

serve attention, are of similar import.

The Pilgrims, before landing on Ply-

mouth Eock, made and signed an agree-

ment on board the Mayflower which be-

gins : “In the name of God, Amen.” In

the first paragraph it declares the pur-

pose in founding the Plymouth Colony to

be the glory of God, the advancement of

the Christian faith, and the honor of our

king and country. Then, according to

the terms of the compact, they bound

themselves together into a civil body poli-

tic, “in the presence of God and one an-

other.”

The compact of the Colony of Ehode

Island, subscribed in 1638, contains these

words: “We, whose names are underwrit-

ten, do hereby solemnly, in the presence of

Jehovah, incorporate ourselves into a body

politic ; and as He shall help, will sub-

mit our persons, lives and estates, unto

our Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings

and the Lord of lords, and to all those

perfect and absolute laws of His, given

us in His holy Word of truth, to be judged

and guided thereby.”

The Colony of Connecticut in 1639

adopted a constitution, in the preamble of

which it is declared that “the Word of God
requires that to maintain the peace and

union of such a people, there should be an

crderly and decent government estab-

lished according to God.” The Governor

was required to take an oath to administer

justice “according to the rule then estab-

lished, and for want thereof, according to

the rule of the Word of God.”

The oath administered to the rulers of

New Hampshire declares : “You shall

swear by the great and dreadful name of

the high God, Maker and Governor of

heaven and earth, and by the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Prince of the kings and rulers

of the earth, that in His name and fear

you will rule and govern His people ac-

cording to the righteous will of God, etc.”

Similar acknowledgments are found in

the other colonial compacts.

Colonial laws likewise contain the same

principles, and condemn all forms of im-

morality, including profanity and Sabbath

breaking, and enjoin whatever is in ac-

cordance with true Christian and civil

liberty.

In the conflict with Great Britain the
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colonies were drawn together and, as the

truly national character of the American

people became more and more apparent,

declarations of a national character were

made, giving expression to the same prin-

ciples. May 17, 1776, was observed as a

day of humiliation, fasting and prayer, by

appointment of the Continental Congress.

In making this appointment the Congress

express a hope that “by a sincere repent-

ance and amendment of life, God’s

righteous displeasure may be appeased,

and that pardon and forgiveness may be

obtained, through the merits and media-

tion of Jesus Christ.”

The Declaration of Independence is-

sued on July 4, 1776, as has been said,

“while asserting the nation’s independence

of oppressive human authority, devoutly

acknowledges dependence on God.”

It closes as follows : “And for the sup-

port of this Declaration, with a firm re-

liance on the protection of Divine Provi-

dence, we mutually pledge to each other

our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred

honor.”

The ordinance of 1787 for the govern-

ment of the Territory of the Northwest

declares that “religion, morality and

knowledge being necessary to good gov-

ernment and the happiness of mankind,

schools and the means of education shall

forever be encouraged.”

In determining the Christian principles

of fundamental law the decisions of the

courts have great value.

The Supreme Court of New York,

through Chancellor Kent, in 1811, and

through Judge J. Allen, February 4, 1861,

declared that we are a Christian people,

and that Christianity is part of the com-

mon law. Similar decisions have been

rendered by the Supreme Court of Penn-

sylvania, Arkansas, Illinois, Delaware and

other States. Also the Supreme Court of

the United States in the Girard Will case,

gave expression to the same principle, and

more recently this Court, in the case of

the Hector of Holy Trinity Church vs.

United States, Mr. Justice Brewer, de-

livering the opinion of the Court, declared

that “this is a Christian nation.”

The Messages, Proclamations and other

papers of the President’s indicate what

these Christian principles are.

In his first inaugural address, George

Washington declared : “It would be pecu-

liarly improper to omit in this first official

act my fervent supplications to that Al-

mighty Being who rules over the universe,

who presides in the councils of nations.”

In a Thanksgiving proclamation, issued

October 3, 1789, he said: “Whereas it is

the duty of all nations to acknowledge the

providence of Almighty God, to obey His

will, to be grateful for His benefits, and

humbly to implore His protection and

favor.” In the body of the proclamation

he calls upon the people “to unite in most

humbly offering our prayers and suppli-

cations to the Great Lord and Euler of

Nations, and beseech Him to pardon our

national and other transgressions.”

In his sixth annual address, Washing-

ton said : “Let us unite, therefore, in im-

ploring the Supreme Ruler of Nations to

spread His holy protection over these

United States.”

The House of Representatives in their

reply said : “In nothing can we more cor-

dially unite with you than in imploring

the Supreme Ruler of Nations to multiply

His blessings on these United States.”

In a Thanksgiving proclamation, dated

January 1, 1795, Washington acknowl-

edges the Great Ruler of Nations.

Such acknowledgments abound in the

papers of Washington, and indicate a

clear perception of the nation’s relation to

God.

John Adams, in his inaugural address

and in other public utterances, expresses.
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the nation's dependence upon God, and in

a Fast-Day proclamation, dated March 23,

1198, he gives clear and explicit utterance

to the nation's moral character and ac-

countability, and dependence upon Jesus

Christ. He recommends “that all re-

ligious congregations do, with the deepest

humility, acknowledge before God the

manifold sins and transgressions with

which we are justly chargeable as individ-

uals and as a nation, beseeching Him at

the same time, of His infinite grace,

through the Redeemer of the World, free-

ly to remit all our offenses, and to incline

us by His Holy Spirit to sincere repent-

ance and reformation which may afford us

reason to hope for His inestimable favor

and heavenly benediction.”

In a Fast-Day proclamation, dated

March 6, 1799, President Adams speaks

of the truth taught in the Volume of In-

spiration “that a deep sense and a due

acknowledgment of the governing provi-

dence of a Supreme Being and of the ac-

countableness of men to Him * * *

are conducive equally to the happiness and

xectitude of individuals and to the well-

being of communities. He recommends

that the citizens on the day appointed call

to mind our numerous offenses against the

Most High God, confess them before Him
with the severest penitence, implore His

pardoning mercy, through the Great Medi-

ator and Redeemer, etc.”

Between President John Adams and

President Lincoln there were many public

recognitions of God in a great variety of

forms. “Almighty God,” “the Supreme

Ruler of the Universe,” “the Supreme

Ruler of Nations,” “that power which

superintends all governments,” “Al-

mighty Being,” “Divine Providence,” are

among the favorite forms in which such

recognitions are made. Lincoln speaks of

the “Almighty Ruler of Nations,” besides

using some of .the more familiar terms.

In a proclamation, issued November 15,

1862, he enjoined “the orderly observance

of the Sabbath by the officers and men in

the military and naval service,” and men-

tions the weekly rest as a sacred right of

Christian soldiers and sailors. He says

:

“The discipline and character of the na-

tional forces should not suffer nor the

cause they defend be imperiled by the pro-

fanation of the day or name of the Most

High.”

In a Fast-Day proclamation, dated

March 30, 1863, he recognizes “the su-

preme authority and just government of

Almighty God in all the affairs of men and

of nations,” and mentions the sublime

truth announced in the Holy Scriptures

and proven by all history, that “those na-

tions only are blessed whose God is the

Lord.” He says that “we know that by

His divine law, nations, like individuals,

are subjected to punishments and chastise-

ments in this world.” He declares that

“we as a nation have forgotten God, and

that it behooves us to humble ourselves

before the offended Power, to confess our

national sins, and to pray for clemency

and forgiveness.”

The Senate in a resolution requesting

the President to appoint a Fast-Day, said :

“Devoutly recognizing the supreme
authority and just government of Al-

mighty God in all the affairs of men and
nations

;
deploring the national offenses

which have provoked his righteous /judg-

ment
;
yet encouraged in this day of trou-

ble by the assurances of His Word, to seek

him for succor according to his appointed

way, through Jesus Christ.”

Such recognitions as those quoted in a

former paragraph abound in the messages

and papers of the Presidents since Lin-

coln. President Cleveland in his Thanks-
giving proclamation, issued November 4,

1896, says: “Let us, through the media-

tion of Him who has taught us how to

pray, implore the forgiveness of our sins

and a continuation of heavenly favor.”

( Concluded next issue.)
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.

—

On January 10 Rev.

Jas. S. Stewart wrote as follows:

The missionaries and the native

brethren are mainly in good health. Miss

Dodds has gone to Mersina on a visit. I

made a trip to the southern part of the

field a short time ago, and found the work

in good condition. The Sabbath was spent

in Tartous. The attendance at the schools

is about 45 boys and 25 girls. These all

attend the Sabbath school, with a few

adults besides. The largest scholars re-

main for the preaching. Such an amount

of seed sowing in what is practically a new

field, will certainly produce fruit above

and beyond mere enlightenment, and this

is our constant prayer. There are some

signs of it too, in that Teacher Khalil’s

wife and her brother, who was in the

school when you were there, are asking

to be received into the Church. Their

sister is one of the advanced pupils, and

may soon be ready to join also. At Melka

we have a good school of about 25 boys,

drilled as you saw the school at Bizzak, and

by the same teacher. He and the boys

compose a Christian Endeavor society, and

had collected pennies to the amount of a

mejidie. They wanted me to say what

they should do with it. I knew that they

wanted a set of maps to help them in the

study of geography, so I asked them to

give me the money and promised to put

three mejidies with it and get the maps

for them, and they were greatly delighted.

There are two young men in the village

who are anxious to join the Church. I had

a long interview with them and told them

I would finish the examination the next

time I came around, when we would prob-

ably have a communion in Tartous. They

know enousrh. and seem to be decided that

this step is the right one for them to take,

but I would like to know more about their

circumstances and motives. At Soda the

school is doing pretty well and is quite

large. The teacher’s daughter is with him

now, and will be able to help him a great

deal. She is a pupil of the boarding school

here. In the other parts of the field the

work is going on as usual.

More recently a letter was received from

Miss Wylie, in reference to her visit to

this country in the spring for a needed

rest after another ten years’ term of ser-

vice. It closes with these words : “Every

time I go among the people I recognize

more and more the need of work being

done among them. It does me good too

to find those who have been in school try-

ing to make use of their knowledge in

training their children and keeping them

home.”

Suadia, Syria.

—

A letter from Miss

Cunningham, dated January 7, contains

the following items

:

Your letters are always welcome, as they

are most interesting and helpful. Last

night we had a smart shock of earthquake,

but no one was hurt. It occurred about

midnight. I thought it was some one try-

ing to break into the house, as the door

was forced open by the shock. The chil-

dren have had a week’s vacation for the

new year, and I expect them all back to-

morrow night. The teacher in the boy’s

school has not been well, and having gone

to Latakia to see Dr. Balph, I am much
afraid he may not come back. In that

case I do not know wrhat we will do for a

teacher. However, we must just trust and

do the best we can. We have three nice

boys in Latakia, and I trust the Lord will

prepare one of them for work in this field.

The teacher in the sdrls’ school is a native
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of Suadia, and she has been a great com-

fort to me. Iler whole soul seems to be

in her work. Last year she worked all

year for less than a dollar a month, and

gave me a month’s wages for the Jewish

Mission, and this year I doubled her wages

according to our rule, and she gives ac-

cordingly. All the services are well at-

tended. Mr. Kennedy comes frequently

and gives us a sermon. We are under

great obligations to him for his helpful

words.

I gave the children a treat at new year.

We had a magic lantern exhibition, which

is always a favorite with the children. It

involves trouble, though, as, having to

hold it in the day time for the sake of the

children, it is no light task to darken the

windows, etc., so as to exclude the light.

But they enjoy it so much that one is

pleased to do it for them, and it is in-

structive as well. We had over 200 pres-

ent, children and adults. The woman’s

meeting is as well attended as ever. The

room is always filled, wet or dry, and they

give very good attention. All the Sab-

bath services are well attended.

One of our members lost a little baby

through a fall, and another of our mem-
bers was seriously ill for a while, but every

-one is well at present.

All the children have returned, but the

•teacher for the boy’s school did not come,

so I put the Bible woman to teach the

boys until some other arrangement can

be made. I think that we will be able to

manage in any case to carry on the work.

I used to worry a good deal about lack of

workers, but I have given all that up. It

is not by might nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord, and He can and

will carry on His own work.

Five days later Miss Cunningham

wrote

:

The teacher for the boy’s school turned

up yesterday, and work is going on as

usual. We had hoped to have the week in

prayer observed by all the churches, but

it is very wet just now, and very difficult

to get round in the mud, so we have put

it off until next week. The Sabbath school

lessons for this year are very interesting.

I hope many will be drawn nearer to Jesus

by the study of His life while on earth.

The story of Jesus always appeals to chil-

dren. The Greeks are busy with their

feasts, and the Moslems are fasting.

Ramadan began on New Year’s night.

Every one is well, and there is really

nothing to write about.

Mersina, Asia Minor.

—

The following

translation of a letter from Machail Luttoof

to Rev. R. J. Dodds, Jan . 2nd, is published

in lieu of one from the missionary himself,

and it will interest our readers :

Dear Pastor: (Salutations.) I desire to

express the hope that the new year may
prove full of blessings to you. (Extended

references to a previous letter.) What I

told you of the open door among the Mar-

dinlics of Adana was a joy to us both.

You know how my mind was continu-

ally exercised about them and anxious

during the long time that we were pre-

vented from visiting them, lest Satan

should have snatched away the seed sown

among them, or have damped their ardor

for spiritual instruction. I wondered not

a little at the providence that opened up

such an interesting work before us, and

then made it impossible to prosecute it.

I was overjoyed to receive the order to

come here again in company with Philip

Atallah. Nevertheless, I came hither with

a trembling heart lest we should find that

the door had during our delay been closed.

I prayed earnestly to God that this dis-

appointment might not await us. We
reached this city Saturday evening and

gave word immediately that we would

worship with our friends on Sabbath if

they would give us a room. They received
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the word with great joy, and one by the

name of Malchi invited us to hold the

services at his house. He is an ex-priest.

That night we spent much time in

prayer, and the following morning came

at the time appointed to the house of

Malchi. Saleh was there, and Suker Mar-

tin. With these two there came a number

of the Fellaheen. There was a good

crowd. The Catholics tried to break up

the meeting, and failing, withdrew one

after another. The number who remained

throughout were forty. We began with

singing. Then we prayed. Then Philip

read some portions of Scripture. Then
again we sang. Then Philip spoke on the

text we had agreed upon, I. Cor., 15 :21,

22. When he was done I addressed them.

When I had finished speaking, we sang a

Psalm and closed the meeting with prayer.

Saleh would have us dine at his home,

but we did not wish to, as we felt it would

be an imposition on him, for they are ex-

tremely poor. But he would take no re-

fusal. Their home is neat and clean though

poor. Saleh has a wife, as we told him,

who will do him good and not evil all the

days of his life. You know our proverb

which says that the water is not more
sure to flow from a vessel if you tip it on

its mouth than the daughter is to resemble

her mother. I understand from this

woman that she lost both her parents when
very small, and that she became the

daughter of the mission school. She says

Miss Sterrett is her mother in the Lord.

The Fellah women hold her in great

esteem, and her influence among them is

very good. The wife of the owner of

the house is studying the Bible with her.

After dinner we returned at the ap-

pointed time to the house of Malchi for

prayers. I led the meeting. There were

about thirty persons present. After we
had read and prayed, Philip spoke. All

were pleased with his discourse. I prayed,

and then asked if any one present wished

to pray. A man named Hanna prayed.

It was a very earnest and affecting prayer.

After he had prayed we divided the audi-

ence into two classes, each of us taking

one as a class to teach. The man Hanna
of whom I spoke said to us you have put

us like a pot on the fire, and set us a-boil-

ing, now if you do not keep up the fire

we will become cold again. It was now

sunset, so we closed the meeting and re-

turned to our lodgings with out hearts full

of thanksgiving and praise.

The Jesuits having heard of our first

visit, tried to prevent us from holding a

second meeting with the people. But our

delay in returning had thrown them off

their guard, and had given the people time

to get over the fright of the priests’ threat-

ening. When we found this out we saw

how our inability to come to Adana had

been overruled for good. Although we

had said nothing about our plans or our

work to any of our Catholic friends, for

fear of evil machinations, yet we found in

Adana, that the history of all we had done

in our previous visit was now in the

mouths of all the Catholics. They seemed

to know all the particulars. Whatever is

accomplished, the glory is all to God.

There are a few of our friends in Adana

who have copies of the Scriptures. Sev-

eral young men said they would like to

have one. They have come recently and

are very poor. I told them that if they

would put part of the price of a book I

would help them out by supplying what-

ever was lacking.

I come now to speak of our experiences

to-day. We went forth relying upon the

arm of the Lord. It was a lovely day. We
went first to Saleh’s house, and taking him

and Suker Martin both with us, we went

away to visit the village where our brother

Suleiman is. Some who saw us coming

ran to give word of our arrival. When we
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were about to enter Suleiman’s house, a

relation of his came forward and said he

had been a great friend of the late Dr.

Metheny. He said Suleiman’s house was

too small for the friends to gather in, and

insisted on our going to his house. So

we thanked him and went. When we
came to his house they showed us Sulei-

man sitting reading the Bible to a group

of men in a garden. As soon as he was

apprised of our presence he came to us.

When we had sat down there was given us

a Gospel of Matthew, from which we read

of the birth of Christ, and the sermon on

the mount, and the narrative of the cruci-

fixion. After I had read these passages

Philip spoke to them of the trinity and

of the work of redemption. One of the

Sheiks asked me what we taught as to the

state of the dead (they believe in the trans-

migration of souls). I read the story of

the rich man and Lazarus, and also from

Luke 20 :17. Then I told him our views.

There were thirty people present. All the

people of this village, old and young, are

very desirous to have a school opened

among them.

After we had spoken, Mallim Philip

presented a New Testament to the son

of the Mukkudam. He was much pleased,

and began to read, and as he read we ex-

plained. Then they gave us dinner. We
asked a blessing, and they not only

listened respectfully, but said amen at the

close. After dinner we sat and talked

with them again a long time, and then

rose to go. These people all knew the late

Dr. Metheny well, and revere his memory.

The women made a special request for

Miss Sterrett to visit them. They were

exceedingly anxious to have this honor.

Alsa Aga, the richest man in the village,

also pressed their request for them, saying

that in case either of the missionary gen-

tlemen should come, they wished him to be

sure to bring Miss Sterrett too, as the

women had set their hearts on having a

visit from her.

They wanted us to spend the night,

promising us a large meeting if we could

stay, but. wr
e had to go. Suleiman's wife

has thoroughly learned the list of ques-

tions you sent her, and the doctrines they

teach. She has not simply learned the

questions here by rote. We returned tired

but happy.

After supper we retired to our room,

and two Maronite merchants came to

visit us. Among other things, we talked

about Augustine. One of them com-

plained that the Greek orthodox people

deny that he was a saint, though they say

he was one of the blessed. I said that is

not much for you to complain of, seeing

that the Pope does not recognize Maro,

the founder of your sect, as a saint. One

of them said yes, he has come to do so

at last. Philip said the Pope would

canonize Mohammed if on that condition

all Moslems would become papists. This

amused them not a little. I turned to

Romans, the last chapter, and showed

them who the true saints are, and that the

world is full of them to-day.

Cyprus.—Rev. Henry Easson, writing

under date of January 11, reports

:

Our communion was observed last Sab-

bath. Rev. Haratune Sarkissian and

Daoud Saadawere my assistants. We only

had an addition of one, the wife of our

Colporteur and Bible reader, Antonios

Yamvois. She is an intelligent Christian

woman, and a regular helpmate for her

husband. They have both had to suffer

worldly loss for the sake of Christ. Mr.

Yamvois was living with his mother and

grandfather when he learned the truth and

felt he could not worship God any longer

in the Greek Church. His grandfather,

who was quite well off in this world’s

goods, tried to bribe him to give up his

new ideas, and when he could not sue-
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ceed, he tore up his will and disinherited

his grandchildren and gave him about

$4.50 to pay his passage to Smyrna, and

ordered him to leave his house and home

forever. His wife was a teacher in the

Greek school at Salonika, and as soon as

the bishop heard that she was a Protestant

he told her that she must give up her new

ideas or her school. She chose to give up

her school, and went home; but when her

father and mother heard why she had been

discharged by the bishop, they also told

her that, if she wished to make her home

with them, she must return to the bosom

of the Mother Church. This she refused

to do, and was turned out by her father

and mother. These two met at Smyrna

and agreed to fight their battles for the

Saviour together. We all like them both

very much.

The family from the Catholic Church

did not come forward. He is a telegraph

operator, and has to spend part of his

Sabbaths in the office. Whether this is

what is keeping them back I do not know.

He feels he can do nothing else. This is

one great trouble here. The telegraph, the

post-office, etc., are all open on the Sab-

bath. The ships come and go, and mer-

chants and their clerks are compelled, as

they believe, to work. Our most earnest

seeker at Kyrenia is the town or city

clerk, and he is required to open his office

on the Sabbath.

Under date of January 30, Mr. Easson

writes : I send you the translation of an

article that has just appeared in the best

Greek paper in the island, The Voice of

Cyprus. You will see that some are be-

ginning to try to reform their church.

The bishops, and especially the priests, of

Cyprus, are very ignorant and corrupt,

their first, and we may say their only ob-

ject in life, being to get a living out of the

people. Many of the best class here are

dissatisfied with this state of things.

The bishop of the Bapho district died

a year or two ago, and the authorities

are about to select another to take his

place, and the writer of the article is

trying to stir them up to select a suitable

person

.

“A Letter of a Christian, to the Bapho-

ites in particular and to the Cypriotes in

general as to

What a Bishop should be :

“What the captain is to a ship, is the

bishop to the church. In the various coun-

tries and districts, each church has its

bishop or governor, but of the one uni-

versal Church there is One Bishop, our

Great High Priest, Jesus Christ. He
governs the Church by His Gospel and

Spirit by the hand of many shepherds.

The churches and the shepherds who rule

the Church must live and rule in obedience

to the Gospel, and the will of the Chief

Bishop, Jesus Christ, having His Spirit

and His heart (or mind) and following

faithfully in His footsteps. Who can

govern or guide a ship, ignorant of the

science of navigation? The science of

governing makes the man in office the

governor, and so the science orknow]edge of

overseeing makes the overseer the bishop.

“But the bishop, according to Paul,

‘must be blameless, vigilant, sober, of

good behaviour, modest, hospitable, apt to

teach, not given to wine, not a striker, not

given to filthy lucre, but gentle, not

contentious, not a lover of money, not

proud, not an egotist, and he must also

have a good reputation from those with-

out.’ (I Tim., 3:2.) He must be a type of

Christ, and have divine enthusiasm and

love for the truth. He must not be arbi-

trary, but upright and gentle toward all.

“He must know how to admonish, coun-

sel, exhort, reprove, rebuke and reprimand

—how to judge, comfort and teach, and

how to explain and defend the truth when

attacked.
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“The bishop should have a knowledge

of his episcopal duties, and understand

how to perform them; he must be jealous

in the execution and observance of these

duties. For he is, first, a teacher of divine

truth, of the true faith, and of a pious

life. Second, a teacher, in the practice of

the same—that is, he must teach by the

example of a Christian life among his

flock. If he only teaches right things, but

does things contrary to his teaching, he

will do more injury to his people, for he

he teaches hyprocrisy. He is a hypocrite.

But, if from circumstances he is not able

to teach, but lives a virtuous life, he suf-

fers a loss, but not also evil. The hypo-

crite is a wicked person, for from his heart

come out worthless sentiments, and the

people associated with such a hypocrite

will either be hypocrites or infidels, and

inclined to worthless things.

“Christ called the apostles, ‘The light

of the world/ and The salt of the earth,’

for they were truly such. The worthy

successors of the apostles must be con-

cerned for the salvation of souls, and de-

vote their time to teaching. They must

have self-denial, and a zeal for the Gos-

pel. They should rejoice when they see it

preached, and the evil things disappearing

and the multitudes being instructed.

“The true bishop does not oversee his

flock simply for the sake of the money
tax he gets, but in order to enlighten and

instruct the flock. Holy things must not

be as merchandise in the hands of the

bishop
;
he must not sell the truth of the

Gospel, collect his tax, and have his heart

where his treasure is. ‘Where your treas-

ures are there will your hearts be also/ as

Christ said to such as He called false

men, hypocrites and robbers.

“Our church shall only accomplish her

true purpose when she has true bishops,

men who are followers of Jesus Christ and

the apostles, and when the law of God will

be the life of the Christians, and the Gos-

pel their guide. Therefore, we should seek

for bishops, with the Spirit of Christ, holy

hearts and enlightened minds. Concern

for our salvation should stimulate us and

help us to see the importance of the affairs

of the Church, and especially concerning

the choosing of spiritual leaders, with the

Spirit of Christ and holy hearts.

“A Christian/’

China.

—

A letter from Rev. A. I. Robb.,

dated January 5, says: I hope that we

will have better news to write after a

little than is ready now, though good news

is not entirely lacking. The best news

is that the sick are all pretty well again.

In my last I wrote of Mrs. Robb’s illness.

She got along nicely, and we allowed her

to leave her room and rejoin her little

ones last week, on Wednesday, December

27, after a Christmas spent in “solitary

confinement.” It is hard to say who was

most pleased—Mrs. Robb or the little ones

—but all were demonstrative enough. But

our troubles were not yet ended, for on

Friday my old enemy, the fever, took a

savage grip of me, and I lay in bed until

Wednesday of this week. It made a very

heavy tax on Mrs. Robb’s strength, and

she was far from strong yet, but she stood

up under it and we hope to get opportunity

for some other work than waiting on each

other in the near future. I need hardly

say that I have been able to do no chapel

work since Mrs. Robb’s illness began, but

the native helper has been at work, and

the Bible woman goes nearly every day

and talks to women, as she has opportu-

nity. She has been invited into a num-

ber of homes, and two women attendants

of the district magistrate’s second wife

have been here to hear her, and she has

called on them and talked on a number

cf different occasions. It has been very

cold since the New Year, and thus far

January is a great contrast to December.
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The work on the new building pro-

gresses favorably. It has taken a long

time to get things moving well, but now

the bricks are being laid rapidly, and the

new house will soon hide the one we are

now living in from view.

A Chinese report reached us a few days

ago to the effect that our nearest mission-

ary neighbors had lost their chapel by

fire. This was disturbing, and a man was

dispatched to the place for further in-

formation. He returned in four days with

authentic information that the chapel was

intact and that the only disturber of the

peace was a small boy, son and heir to

the missionary, whose arrival had in some

way become known only to the Chinese,

giving rise to the story of the chapel.

New Hebrides.—The following item is

taken from a letter in Quarterly Jottings

for January, from Rev. J. Noble, of West

Santo

:

On a Sabbath recently, about 250 peo-

ple were present, 50 of whom sat down to

the Lord’s Table to commemorate His

Dying Love. No one who has not actually

experienced it can realize what our bap-

tisms and communions mean to us mis-

sionaries, and especially our first bap-

tisms and communions. These people a

short time ago were naked savages, living

impure and unhappy lives in utter heathen

darkness. Our first talks with them about

God were at their own houses, then we got

a few collected under the shade of some

tree, where we told them more of the

“Good news.” Then came the placing of

a teacher with them, then the building

of a school, after that the giving up of

Sabbath work and of heathen sacrifices,

the breaking of caste, the putting away of

extra wives, the candidates’ class, and the

sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s

Supper. Our eyes have seen the different

stages of their growth and our hearts have

rejoiced at each stage; but our cup runs

ever as we baptise them in the name of

the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and hand

to them the symbols of the broken body

and shed blood of our Lord and Saviour.

Can you blame us if on such an occasion

we are overcome with emotion, and shed

tears of joy when we see before us a com-

pany of our spiritual children sitting with

bowed heads around the table of the Lord.

AT HOME.

Allegheny, Pa.—The annual meeting

of the association having in charge the

Home for the Aged, will be held March

21 in the Allegheny Church. We earnest-

ly request the manager of each congrega-

tion throughout the Church to send a full

report of all the work done for the home in

her congregation during the past year at

her earliest convenience; also to collect

unpaid dues, if any, and forward to the

Treasurer, Mrs. Anna M. Sproull.

We are making a strenuous effort to lift

the mortgage that is resting on our home
building. At the opening of our home
one of the ministers present said to us

:

“When you need anything, go to God and

ask for it. Believing, ye shall receive it.”

Our President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, has.

called a meeting for prayer next Wednes-

day. Pray with us, and for us, that we

may receive an answer, and help us.

Mrs. W. M. Hice,
Corresponding Secretary.

By Rev. J. W. Sproull, D. D., at 122

E. N. Avenue, Allegheny, January 23,

1900, Jos. Henry Reynolds, M. D., of

Bellevue and Miss Alice Kitchin, of Ross

Township.

By the same, same place, January 29,

1900, George Francis Thomas and Miss

Minnie Bell Hindman, both of Allegheny.

By the same, same place, January 31,

1900, Wm. Reynolds Galbraith and Miss

Martha Anna Sharpe, both of Pittsburg.

By the same, same place, February 8,.
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1900, Henry C. Behrhorst and Miss Mar-

garet Fair, both of Allegheny.

Coulterville, III.—Dr. E. S. Edgar

died of cancer at his home October 24,

1899. He had been in poor health for

more than a year, and endured much pain,

but bore it with Christian resignation and

patience. Two years and a half previous

to his death, he submitted to a difficult

and serious operation, which doubtless

lengthened his life, but the tumor soon

began to grow again. His six sons were

pall bearers. S. J. E.

Hopkinton, Ia.—Our Missionary So-

ciety gave a reception at our last meeting

ir; honor of one of our members. Miss May
E. Guthrie, just returned from Ireland.

We enjoyed the social, after an interest-

ing programme. One of our members is

conducting a catechetical paper on the

Selma Mission at every meeting, which

has proved very interesting and entertain-

ing. I think we shall continue the wrork

and take up the other missions. If we

preserve the questions and answers, we

shall have something convenient to draw

from at any time.

We expect to have the Presbyterial meet-

ing here next fall, and we must be brush-

ing up in many lines. J. E. McKean.
New York.—There is not much of gen-

eral interest to report from this part of

the Church.

On Monday evening, February 19, the

young people of the Third congregation

showed their appreciation of Dr. Foster’s

ministry in a very tangible form. A com-

pany of perhaps a hundred took possession

of the manse, and in the course of the

.evening presented the Doctor and Mrs.

Foster with a handsome Tea Service of

solid silver in five pieces. It was a com-

plete surprise to the pastor and his good

wife, but they soon recovered, and ex-

pressed hearty thanks in brief speeches,

brimful of good will and admirably

adapted to strengthen the ties of Christian

brotherhood.

Since the resignation of Eev. T. M. Car-

lisle in October, 1899, the Fourth con-

gregation has been undergoing the not

unusual experience of a people unexpect-

edly deprived of pastoral care. The pul-

pit has been supplied regularly with ac-

ceptable preaching, and for two weeks in

February the house was open for public

uorship every night except Saturday. Eev.

E. F. Sherman devoted a great deal of

time and energy in visiting and making

preparation for these special services, and,

although the attendance was not encourag-

ing, it is hoped there may be good re-

sults from his earnest appeals. Labor for

Christ is never in vain.

On the second Sabbath of December,

1899, the Second congregation made its

annual offering for Foreign Missions,

amounting to $3,528. 08, not far from one-

quarter of the full appropriation of Synod,

and on the second Sabbath of February,

just two months afterwards, a collection

Mas taken for Domestic Missions, which

amounted to $1,162.43, within a few dol-

lars of one-fifth of the appropriation of

Synod for that scheme. The pastor is

satisfied, and in recording the liberality

of a willing people, he records his grati-

tude to the Head of the Church.

This congregation has recently been

called to add another name to the roll of

juung people removed from the activities

of church life on earth. On Saturday,

January 20, Edmund Wray, after a brief

illness, probably resulting from necessary

exposure in the discharge of duty as a

membeb of the Fire Department, passed

away at the age of thirty-one years. Born

and brought up in a Christian home, he

had been, for more than twelve years, in

the full communion of the Church, and,

though quiet and undemonstrative in his

religious life, gave evidence of a covenant
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relationship to Jesus Christ. Many friends

unite with the bereaved parents and

brothers in mourning his removal, but not

as others who have no hope.

Oakdale, III.—The second annual so-

ciable and dinner of the R. P. Congrega-

tion occurred on Thursday, December

29. The interest manifested and the

spirit of harmony that exists were shown

by a willingness on the part of each mem-
ber to perform their part in making the

day one of enjoyment to all. The even-

ing’s entertainment, conducted by the pas-

tor and other members of the Sabbath

school, was followed by the distribution

of the presents, which were taken from a

beautiful revolving wheel.

Our Sabbath school, as is the custom,

had an election of officers and teachers on

the first of the year, which resulted in the

selection of James R. Hood, Superin-

tendent
;
J. R. Piper, Assistant Superin-

tendent, and Miss Anna McLean, Secre-

tary and Treasurer.

Not long since we had the pleasure of

listening to a talk given by Miss Mary
Patterson, of the Cincinnati Jewish Mis-

sion, with regard to the work done there

and the many discouragements attending

it, and an earnest request for prayer was

made by her for this people. A collection

of $7 was taken up in the Sabbath school

and $5 were given her by the Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society for this work. A vote

was taken by the Sabbath school to give

one quarter’s collection to this mission.

Com.

Philadelphia, Pa.—The Ladies’ Mis-

sionary Society of the Third Reformed

Presbyterian Church presents the follow-

ing report

:

During the year we have held nine regu-

lar business meetings, have collected one

hundred and thirtv-two dollars and sixtv-

cight cents ($132.68), and believe we have

been blessed in our giving.

Our Heavenly Pather has removed from

our midst one of our oldest members, loved

by us all. By resignation we have had a

decrease of three, but have received three

new members into our ranks, making a

membership of sixty-seven (67).

We held one sociable at our pastor’s

home on Hallowe’en night, which was very

enjoyable, and by which we added twelve

dollars ($12.00) to our treasury.

RECEIPTS.

By balance Jan. 1, 1899. . .$3.53
“ monthly dues 99.15
“ subscriptions, honorary

members 18.00
“

proceeds, Hallowe’en so-

ciable 12.00

$132.68

DISBURSEMENTS.

To Poreign Mission $50.00
“ Chinese Poreign Mis-

sion 15.00
“ Chinese Home Mission. 10.00
“ Domestic Mission .... 15.00
“ Southern Mission .... 10.00
“ Jewish Mission 10.00
c

- Indian Mission 10.00
“ Syrian School Furnish-

ing 5.00
“ Telgie Ibraheim Fund. 1.00
“

incidentals 80
126.80

Balance $5.88

Remembering God’s goodness to us in

the past, we lift up our hearts to Him in

thankful acknowledgment of his mercies,,

and take courage for the future, trusting

we may be enabled to do better than here-

tofore.

‘‘Without haste, without rest,

Working better up to best.”

Mrs. M. McAhon, Pres.

Mrs. M. Boggs, Treas.

Elizbeth H. Forsyth, Sec.

The Young People’s Societies of the

three Covenanter churches of Philadel-

phia. held a union meeting in the Third
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Church on Monday evening, January 29.

The subjects discussed were “Sabbath Ob-

servance,” “Foreign Missions” and “Chris-

tian Citizenship.” Each society chose one

representative, who spoke on the assigned

topic for ten minutes, after which an open

parliament was held.

Kev. J. S. Martin was present, and

while the assembled company were en-

joying the refreshments, provided by the

Young People of the Third Church, he

gave us an address, appreciated by all.

It is hoped that these union meetings

will be held quite frequently, as all who

attended the first one felt it a source of

strength, wisdom and power.

Mrs. Margaret H. Smyth, who has long

been a member of the Second Congrega-

tion, died after a short illness on January

22. H.

At a special meeting of the members of

the Third Church of the Covenanters,

Philadelphia, held Monday evening, Oc-

tober 9, 1899, the following preamble and

resolutions were unanimously adopted:

Whereas, We have received with deep

emotion and regret the intelligence that

Mr. Thomas Johnston and family, who

have been long associated with us as fel-

low members and workers in the vineyard

of the Lord, have decided to make for

themselves a new home in a distant part of

the State, and,

Whereas, During his work among us he

has endeared himself by his kindness, gen-

erosity and faithful discharge of his every

duty as a friend and Christian, and that

his departure needs such expression of

regret as will convey to him our deep ap-

preciation of his past life and services,

therefore.

Resolved, That as a congregation, we

express our sorrow in parting with him

and family, and assure them they will al-

ways have our sincere heartfelt wishes for

their welfare; that we most highly appre-

ciate the excellent and willing services

which, as Chorister, Mr. Johnston for

many years rendered to our congregation,

and that we tender him a unanimous and
hearty vote of thanks; and that we con-

tinue to remember them affectionately in

our prayers, and that God may bless them
in their new home and prosper all the

labor of their hands, and continue to use

them in His service and for His glory both

in the Church and in the world. Com.

Rev. M. Greenberg, of the Mission of

the Covenant to Israel, requests us to ex-

press “many thanks to the First New-
burgh R. P. Church.” He says: “The
sincere interest which the Rev. Mr. Car-

lisle and his good sisters and people have

been demonstrating in the Jewish mis-

sion in Philadelphia, is beyond descrip-

tion, to say nothing of the liberal con-

tributions which the pastor himself has

sent us since July, 1899. We cannot de-

scribe the Christian generosity and

courtesy shown to Mrs. Greenberg and
myself while in Newburgh in 1899. But
the surprise came to us last week, when a

very valuable box came for the sewing

school. Many a little heart is blessing the

Christian Endeavor and Junior societies

of First Newburgh for its kindness in

remembering the Jewish Mission. The
box contained just the things Mrs. Green-

berg actually needed. All the little girls

therefore join in expressing hearty thanks.

May the Lord abundantly bless and sus-

tain the Rev. J. W. Carlisle for his zealous

work for His people, Israel.”

The contents of the box referred to are

enumerated in the following letter, which,

as Mr. Greenberg writes, “reveals co-oper-

ation of the various organizations and the

church for this purpose” :

Newburgh, N. Y., Feb. 8th, 1900.

Dear Sir :

* * * m
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We prepared our box especially for the

serving department, as you will see by its

contents. The two coats were given to us

for the box. I am sure you will find some

one in need of them. The doll was knit

by one of the Juniors while she was at

home sick last winter. She thought it

might make some sick child in your midst

happy.

The Bible pictures you will find have

been made use of before, but perhaps you

can extend their use. The work baskets

were made by the Juniors, the girls mak-

ing the baskets and the boys giving the

thimbles. You will find some handker-

chiefs, thread, thimbles, scissors and

needles in a box by themselves. The scis-

sors were donated by the young men of

our Christian Endeavor society, and the

rest of the contents were given by mem-
bers of the society.

* *

If there is any way in which we could

improve on the box, tell us, and we will

try and do better the next time. I mean
in different material, or if it would be

better to make it up. We acted on Mrs.

Greenberg’s suggestion of sending rem-

nants. Both of you have our prayers and

help in anything we can do for you. Kind-

ly let us know when you receive the box.

Yours truly,

Edith M. Henderson’.

Ray, Ind.

—

It was my privilege to be

in Cedar Lake Congregation during the

second and third weeks of January, assist-

ing Brother Smith in a series of Gospel

meetings, with the communion at the close

of the other services.

There is a rare opportunity for work of

that kind in that place, as our Church is

the only one in the town of Ray, Ind., and
there is no other within three miles. The
members of the congregation took an ac-

tive interest in the work, and did much to

make it a success. The worthy pastor and
the session had been planning and working

to prepare the way. Consequently, there

was a deep interest in the services from the

beginning. Prayer-meetings were held in

the church each afternoon, and there was

preaching every night. Both services were

well attended.

During the course of the Gospel meet-

ings over thirty persons arose, expressing

their desire to be Christians. Ten joined

the church by profession of faith and one

by certificate and examination. Others

are studying with the intention of unit-

ing with our church, and some declared

their purpose to unite with some other

'denomination.

One interesting feature of the work new
to the writer, was the observance of “De-
cision Day” in the Sabbath school. The
plan is to have each teacher ask the in-

dividual members of his or her class in

regard to their profession of faith in

Christ. Then, during the closing exer-

cises of the school, the pastor gives a
1

short address and asks all who decide to

accept of Christ as their Saviour, to mani-
fest it by rising. In this way, many of

the older children are led to make a pub-

lic profession of faith, and to unite with

the Church.

There was a large attendance at the

communion services—the largest propor-

tion of members present on Saturday that

I have seen for a good while. The people

seem to be of one heart and of one mind.
They manifest life and activity in many
ways. One very apparent way is by the re-

modeling of the church building. The
repairs cost about $1,500, the greater part

of which has been paid by the congrega-
tion.

Brother Smith and his worthy wife are

doing good and faithful work, and are
held in high esteem by their brethren and
others of their community. The days that
the writer spent in their home and con-
gregation will be long remembered with
pleasure. A. A. Samson.
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MONOGRAPHS.

A THRILLING STORY.
Through the courtesy of Dr. John G.

Paton, Olive Trees is able to give its

readers a letter of thrilling interest from

his son, Rev. Frank H. Paton, who is

stationed at West Tanna, New Hebrides:

On Friday, 8th September, 1899, alarm-

ing news reached us from Loanatit. It

was reported that Iakave, our teacher, was

murdered and that Mr. Forlong had been

shot through the leg. We knew that on ,

the other side of Tanna a trader had been

fired at and slightly wounded in the leg,

and we hoped that the report from Loana-

tit was nothing more than a heathen dress-

ing up of this incident. But as the names

of the supposed murderers were given, we

decided to go on at once to Loanatit. With

some difficulty I got Ialemyau mounted on

horseback, and wre set off to ride as far as

the road was good. Ialemyau was much
more afraid of the horse than of the

heathen; however, he stuck to it bravely.

About four miles from Lenakel, as we were

cantering along the sand, we saw a party

of natives coming toward us. Suddenly

Ialemyau gave a great shout of “Iakave !”

And my heart rose to God for His good-

ness. It was indeed Iakave on his way from

Loanatit to Lenakel. The report was a

heathen lie from beginning to end. All was

w ell at Loanatit, except that the bush peo-

ple were constantly threatening them, and

the Loanatit people wanted me to let them

come and live at Lenakel so that they

might worship in peace. After a few hur-

ried words, Ialemyau and I galloped back

to Lenakel with the joyful news, leaving

Iakave and his party to follow more slowly.

About midnight that night the steamer

arrived, and we had the joy of welcoming

ashore a large party of missionaries, in-

cluding my brother from Malekula. The
time passed all too quickly, however, for

our friends had to be on board again by

4 A. M.

The following Sabbath I asked for vol-

unteers to go with me to Loanatit next day,

and on Monday morning we launched the

“Pioneer’' and sailed with a fair wind to

Loanatit. The people turned out in force

to welcome us, and we spent a happy after-

noon and evening with them. We talked

over their troubles, and it was decided that

we should go to Lonebotbot next day and

have a talk with the bush people.

Early next morning we set out with a

good following. Lomai, Numanian, Nero-

po, Titoga, Ialemyau and Iapum came

with me from Lenakel, and some of the

Loanatit people came with us as guides.

The walk was a very rough one, as we had

to climb a steep mountain, but in about

two hours we reached Lonebotbot, a village

on the very top of a conical hill surrounded

by mountains and gullies. The old chief

received us in a very friendly way, and we

had a long talk with him. He said he

wished his sons were there to hear the good

word, but they were away with the rest

of the tribe fighting. Besides the chief, I

could only see one man and some women in

the village. We were delighted with the

old chief, and he seemed greatly interested

when we held service with him. I asked

Numanian to close with prayer, and he

had just finished when we were startled

by the bang of a musket close beside us.

The first hint I had of any danger was the

sudden clearing of the village. Turning

round I found myself face to face with

two men with levelled guns. One of the

Loanatit men remained beside me, and

together we talked earnestly with the two
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men and explained that our mission was

one of peace and for their salvation. One

of the men seemed touched by our appeal

and lowered his gun, but the other man
ran up to him and laying down his gun,

which had been discharged, seized that of

his more merciful friend and came toward

us. I was still talking to him, and he was

only a few yards away, when I saw his

finger tighten on the trigger. With one

swift prayer I threw myself on Christ, and

then I saw the flash and heard the bang as

he fired at me. But I felt no pain—lie

had missed me. I could hardly believe my
own senses, and was still looking down at

my side in a dazed sort of way when Lomai
recalled me to myself. He had fallen over

the embankment at the first shot, and now
hurried up again to get me away, dead or

alive. “Come away quick, Misi,” he called

out. I then saw the man who had fired

pick up his own gun and run behind a tree

with both guns, probably to reload them.

Lomai called out again, “Come on,

Misi
;

no good you stand there and

get we all shot.” All our party had taken

to the bush at the first shot and made
straight for Loanatit, except Lomai and

Tanero, who only waited to save me.

Realizing that by remaining I only en-

dangered their lives as well as my own, I

followed Lomai along the track with a

heavy heart. “Quick, Misi
;
quick,” Lomai

would call over his shoulder. “Suppose

they get round the mountain first, we all

get killed.”

We did not know then that the brave

Rumanian had been mortally wounded by

the first shot. Both shots were fired at

me, and as Rumanian took to the bush

with the others, we did not know that he

was hurt. But when he did not turn up at

Loanatit with the others, and various

lumors reached us, we feared the worst,

and the hours that followed were terrible

with suspense and grief. Search parties

went out, and one of these brought him

back. He had kept in the bush for hours

lo hide from the enemy, and did not show

himself till well on toward Loanatit. It

was then that he was found struggling

manfully onward with a bullet hole

through his body.

Meantime I had got the boat launched

and all in readiness for a start to Lenakel.

Some of the Loanatit people wanted to

go and shoot the Lonebotbot people, but

came to me first to know what my word

v as. I said my word was that no one was

to be shot, and so they agreed to restrain

themselves. After some talking the whole

tribe decided to come in a body to Lenakel

and live there, that they might be able to

“learn the worship” in peace. Soon the

news came that Rumanian was being

brought, and I ran up the hill with a light

to meet him. I could hardly speak for

grief, but Rumanian said, “Awe, Misi

Paton, Jesus bore as great a pain as this

for me
;
it is good that I should suffer too.”

We made a bed for him with the tent in

the stern of the boat, and with a load of

women and children on board, we pulled

for Lenakel. I gave Lomai the helm and

did all I could to ease Rumanian. His

wound, I saw at once, was hopeless, and

neither he nor we expected to reach Lena-

kel before he died. But we prayed hard

and pulled hard. Most of us were utterly

worn out with the day’s terrible experi-

ences, and we made but slow progress.

Rumanian exhorted the deacons and all

the people to stand fast for Jesus. He also

sent his last messages to his wife and chil-

dren. He longed to see them once more,

but he knew Jesus would take care of

them.

Lamai started:

“There is a green hill far away
Without a city wall,

Where the dear Lord was crucified

Who died to save us all,”
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and it soothed Rumanian. But his heart

was full of joy, and he never once com-

plained.

All night long we bent at the oars, and

at last, just as the first faint glow of dawn

lit up the eastern sky, we reached Lenakel.

We at once sent for Numanian’s wife and

friends, and then we carried our beloved

friend up to the mission house and did all

that loving hearts could for his comfort

and relief. The grief of our people was

terrible. Soon the whole worshipping peo-

ple from every village round about were

with us. Rumanian was calm and spoke

his last words to them, and said, “Good-

bye.” Our hearts were like to break for

his wife and two lovely children. “Good-

byc, Lohman,” he said; “be strong for

Jesus, and teach our children, lata and

Macia, His word. T go before you to

heaven, but I wait for you there. Give

your hearts to Jesus and you will come

1 o me there. My word to you is finished.”

Then he said good-bye to us all, and waved

his hand to the people gathered outside.

He suffered great agony, but he was brave

and calm. At a quarter past one he passed

away, leaving us a name and an example

that will move us to the end of our lives.

That evening we buried him' in the

church yard, a spot already made sacred as

the last resting place of Seimata. Mrs.

Baton made a cross of white flowers, while

the natives gathered lovely coral stones to

mark his grave.

Next to Lomai, Rumanian was our most

trusted leader, and the loss to us is a ter-

rible one. But we believe that even so

great a loss will be turned into gain for

Tanna. We cannot tell how, but God loves

this work more than we do, and so through

our tears we say, “Thy will be done.”

My earliest memor}f of Numanian is

that of a finely built savage with long

hair and a. very determined mouth. He
came to me for medicine while we were

building the house. From that time on-

ward we saw a good deal of him, and he

worked for a month or two on the station.

He was a good worker, but a determined

heathen, and was always demanding
higher wages. When we made a rule that

all who worked must also attend school,

Numanian rebelled and induced the rest

of the workmen to join him. Mr. Hume
had an earnest talk with them outside

while I was opening the school, but Nu-
manian remained obdurate. “Very well,”

said Mr. Hume, “as soon as school is over

the missionary will pay you for the work

you have done, and you must stop work-

ing.” Mr. Hume had come in, and the

reading lesson was just begun when Nu-
manian suddenly walked into the school,

followed by the other workmen.

From that day Numanian took a deep

interest in the worship. He made rapid

progress, and when we built our new

church he was one of our foremost helpers.

First he worked for a shirt and lava lava

for himself, and then he worked for clothes

for his wife and children. At the same

time he gave up kava and other heathen

customs.

When the Candidates’ Class was formed

Numanian and his wife at once joined it,

and they were among the first eleven who

sat down with us around the Lord’s Table.

Later on, when I called for men and

women who would devote their lives to the

work of teaching, Numanian and his wife

came forward. We have traveled many
rough roads together, and together we

have slept in huts and in tents. In all

the work he was our constant helper, and

we never found him to fail. We trusted

him as a worker, and we loved him as a

friend. We know not who can fill his

place. He died for his Lord and his

fellowmen and an abiding joy in our

hearts, as well as an abiding sorrow, will

be the memory of Numanian the Martyr.
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The day after Numanian died we set out

early for Loanatit to bring over the rest

cf the people. Mr. Worthington very kind-

ly lent us his boat, and Lomai took charge

of it, while I sailed the “Pioneer.” The

people were all ready, and we soon had the

two boats filled with women and children.

All who were strong enough walked over-

land. It was a somewhat anxious trip with

our boats so full, but we reached Lenakel

safely as the sun went down.

While we were away the Lenakel Chris-

tians met and decided that each of them

would invite one or more families of the

Loanatit people to come and live with

them, and in this way share the burden of

feeding and housing so large a number of

people. They did this of their own ac-

cord, and it has relieved us of much care.

The people are now becoming quite settled

at the various villages round about, and

about twenty of them have joined the Can-

didates’ Class.

Mr. McMillan, on hearing the sad news,

very kindly came over and spent a night

with us. A day or two afterward Mr. For-

long came in his boat from Loanbukel and

stayed a few days. And then Mr. Hume
came in Mr. Gillies’ boat from Kwamera.

All these visits did us and our people good,

and we feel grateful for the kindness and

sympathy of our friends. Mr. Hume
started for Kwamera next morning, but

was driven back by a strong head wind and

sea. However, he had better weather the

following night, and got back to Kwamera
safely.

All this time the measles were raging

among our people. Mrs. Paton’s three

girls were all down at once, and little

Frankie also had a severe attack. Very

few indeed escaped. Mrs. Paton and I

were far from well ourselves for a week or

two. But all round the health has greatly

improved now, and things are much

brighter among the natives.

One day we heard great yells of joy

among the natives, and running out we
found that Tansi had arrived from Aniwa.

The boat had landed him on the other

side, and he had walked across with some

of the Aniwans. We were glad to have

him with us again. He brought the sad

news that Keitasi, one of the elders, was

very ill. I sent Titoga back with the Ani-

wans for a change to his native isle. His

wife and child are there also.

Since then we had a letter from Titoga,

telling us of Keitasi’s death. He will be

sorely missed on Aniwa. It is hard to part

from faithful friends and fellow-workers.

My father and mother will feel his death

keenly.

On the first of October we were sur-

prised by' a letter from Captain Farquhar,

of H. M. S. “Wallaroo.” He had called at

Weasisi, along with the French man-of-

war, to inquire into the shooting at a

trader near there, and on hearing of the

sad affair at Lonebotbot, he wrote to me
either to go and see him or to send a letter

with full particulars. The next morning

Lomai and I walked across to Weasisi, and

I gave the Captain an account of what had

taken place. That evening I spent with

the Macmillans, and early next morning

we returned to Lenakel.

We heard afterward that a joint party

from the British and French man-of-war

landed and marched inland to Lonebotbot.

The natives, of course, had decamped, so

they burned the village and killed all the

pigs they could find before returning to

their ships.

I believe their visit has done much good

among the heathen. It has taught them

that the man-of-war can reach any village

however far inland, and this was a needed

lesson. The tone of some of the heathen

round about has quite changed since their

visit. Before they were boasting a great

deal, and almost threatening, but now they
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are very friendly, and all the big talk has

collapsed.

On onr way home from Weasisi we

learned that Selok, one of our church

members, had died that morning. She

was the wife of Kahwa, one of our as-

sistant teachers, and leaves a poor little

baby eight or nine months old. We felt

deeply for Kahwa. He tried to feed his

baby on native food, but it looked so utter-

ly miserable, that we asked him to come

and live with us for a while, so that Mrs.

Paton could look after it. He was very

grateful, and brought with him an old

woman to nurse the baby. Two weeks on

milk-arrowroot biscuits and goat’s milk

have wrought a wonderful change in little

Iarnel, and though still very thin, he looks

as if he had some life and energy in him.

All the natives take a special interest in

little Iarnel, and are astonished to see how

well he is getting on.

As soon as we could get away, Lomai,

Tansi and a large party of us went to

Lokavit to see Mala. We found things

very hopeful, but Mala had been ill with

measles, and his wife was still suffering

from an attack. They have a dear little

baby, and are very happy in the work.

When we got back to Lenakel we were

glad to find that Mr. Hume had arrived.

He was to have come by the steamer, but

Mr. Watt was very ill and he stayed to

nurse him till Mr. McMillan could take

him around to Weasisi. We were delighted

to hear that Mr. Watt was well on the way

to recovery when Mr. Hume left.

I had noted down many other things to

write about, but they must go. Despite

the dark events of the past weeks, the work

is encouraging. We ask for your very

special prayers for our Tannese—for the

Christians as well as the heathen. How
our hearts yearn to see them all brought to

Jesus.

F. H. P.

OUR INDIAN MISSION.
To the Woman’s Missionary Society of

Pittsburg Presbytery belongs the honor

of inaugurating the mission among the

Indians.

At the meeting of Synod in 1886, “The
Board of Foreign Missions was authorized

to select a missionary and a physician to go

out to China as soon as the way opens,” or

“some more promising field,” “to found a

mission there.” At the first meeting of

the Woman’s Missionary Society, June 24,

1886, action was taken pledging “the asso-

ciation to raise the sum of $1,000 this

year, to be expended in whatever new
field” should be selected. At its meeting

in 1887, Synod decided not to attempt to

inaugurate a new foreign mission, but

authorized the Central Board to “inaugu-

rate a mission among the Indians in In-

dian Territory,” and, in reply to their com-

munication, “requested” the ladies of the

Presbyterial Missionary Society “to de-

vote the money raised by them to this

mission.”

The board acted promptly. A commit-

tee, consisting of Rev. J. Milligan Wylie,

General Secretary, and Mr. J. M. Lee, of

Wahoo, Neb., was appointed “to visit In-

dian tribes and obtain the information

necessary to advise the board where to

establish the mission.” “Ft. Sill, in In-

dian Territory,” was selected “as the most

available point.” “A committee was ap-

pointed to visit Washington, D. C., and

ascertain the terms upon which a mission

could be established.” The money when

needed would be available, as the Mission-

ary Society had notified the board “that

on June 1, 1888, there would be about

$1,600 in their treasury for the Indian

inission,” this money, and “also that con-

tributed annually to be applied to paying

the salaries of the workers.”

While the Synod of 1888 expressed “the

opinion that the present conditions do not
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yet justify us to attempt a work among

the Indians on any extended scale/’ it at

the same time “referred the whole matter

to the Central Board of Missions, with in-

si ructions to inaugurate at once a mission

among the Indians, and to make an appeal

to the church to provide the necessary

means.”

At the first meeting of the board after

the adjournment of Synod, a communica-

tion from the Missionary Society was re-

MRS. CARITHERS.

ceived, stating “that they would guarantee

the salary of the appointee for one year.”

“Appointments were made at this and the

two subsequent meetings (four in num-
ber), all of which were declined.” It did

seem as though no suitable person could

be found to undertake the work. At the

December meeting, it was decided to spend

a short season in prayer, and then to bal-

lot “without discussion for a missionary

until a choice was made.” Rev. W. W.

Carithers, Corresponding Secretary of the

Board and pastor of Wilkinsburgh con-

gregation, was elected. After giving the

matter due consideration, he accepted the

appointment, resigned the pastorate of the

congregation and with his family and Mr.

Lee, who was appointed assistant, “went

to their field of labor on the first of

February.”

“The place near Ft. Sill, which had been

chosen by Mr. Lee for our field of labor,”

was now occupied by the Presbyterians.

Another was selected near Cache Creek,

from which the mission receives its name,

“within the limits of the Kiowa and Co-

manche agencies, about twenty miles west

of Ft. Sill.” By authority of the Secretary

of the Interior, “1 60 acres were set apart to

the Central Board of Missions of the Re-

formed Presbyterian Church for tempo-

rary use and occupancy for the purpose of

said school.” Before long a school build-
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ing and house for the missionary and his

family were erected, and afterwards the

chapel and other buildings as needed.

From the very first the mission has

prospered. The church has ever mani-

fested a deep interest in its welfare. The
Woman’s Missionary Society of Pittsburg

Presbytery paid, in addition to the salary

of the superintendent, that of the helper,

and for a number of years that of the

matron. It contributed a thousand dol-

MISS ALICE CARITHERS.

lars to pay for the chapel. At the present

time it is responsible for the salary of Mr.

Carithers. “The building for the dwelling

house was provided by the thoughtful

liberality of Mr. J. R. McKee.” Many
other kind friends have shown in sub-

stantial ways their interest in the mission.

The board lias been very fortunate in

the selection of its workers. There has

never been any friction. All have en-

gaged with enthusiasm in the work. Mr.

Carithers, the superintendent, has proved

himself admirably qualified for the posi-

tion he occupies. He has shown great

energy and tact in the face of many draw-

backs and delays. His co-workers, Miss

Kate McBurney, Miss Alice Carithers,

Miss Mary Staley, Miss Frances Thomas,

teachers; Miss Joanna Speer and Miss

Maggie Walkinshaw, matrons; Miss Jen-

nie Wisely, helper; Mr. J. R. Lee, as-

sistant; Mr. Robert Wilson, Mr. Jno. Bull

and Mr. George C. Robb, farmers, one

and all have heartily co-operated with him

in his efforts to promote the welfare of the

mission. It would be unpardonable not

to mention the name of Mrs. Carithers

who, both by her efforts and the sacrifices

she has made, has contributed no little

to its success.

One object of the mission is to educate

the Indians and fit them for citizenship.

In this respect gratifying progress has

been made. The great object, however,

and which has been kept steadily in view,

is to bring them to Christ and into mem-
bership in His church. Here, too, our

efforts have been blessed. The following

figures will give a faint idea of what has

been accomplished

:

The number of scholars enrolled in

—

1890-

91 25

1891-

92 30

1892-

93 30

1894-

95 31

1895-

96 44

1896-

97 48

1897-

98 55

1898-

99 61

These are nearly all children of Indian

parents, there not having been more than

three children of white parents in attend-

ance in any one year.

On May 26, 1895, the Lord’s Supper was

dispensed in the mission for the first time.

There was an accession of 18 Indians;
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in 1895-96, of 6; in 1896-97, of 11; in

1897-98, of 19, and in 1898-99, of 3. Not-

withstanding the special temptations to

which these converts are exposed, but a

very small number have given any evi-

dence of a desire to return to their old

life.

In the light of such facts as these, who

dare doubt that this work is of God
;
that it

was as the result of earnest effort and in

answer to believing prayer these fifty-seven

natives were brought to a knowledge of the

truth and into connection with the church

;

and that if we continue to believe, work

and pray God will bless more abundantly

our efforts, so that there shall be a still

greater in-gathering ? Nay, further, with

such evidences of success in reaching men
and women so depraved as are the neg-

lected and mal-treated wards of the na-

tion, who will dare to affirm that there

is anything in our position as a Church,

or its consistent maintenance to prevent

our reaching with the gospel the most de-

graded about us, or that, if we neglect to

make the effort, we are guiltless ?

“The Lord hath done great things for

us; whereof we are glad.” Let gratitude

find expression in more self-denying effort

and in more believing prayer.

J. W. Sproull.

FBOM THE COLLEGE.

It has been our privilege to see and

to hear Dr. Paton once more in the chapel.

I want to put before the eyes of your

readers some of the things he said to the

students. He began with the pleasure it

gave him to see them, and wished God’s

blessing would be on them, so that they

could be of service in this world. For 40

3
Tears he had labored on the islands. Some
18,000 had been won over to Christ, yet it

is supposed that 60,000 are still unwon.

Twenty-two islands have been occupied

and 300 native helpers assist the mission-

aries. The missionaries themselves are

college-bred, and these teach the native

teachers the English. The people have

paid for the publishing and printing of

the Bible in their own language, and this

money is gained by the selling of the ar-

row-root and the wood and nut and fibre

of the cocoa. The young people have their

meetings for prayer as in our own land.

Two or three things were of special in-

terest. Among the native helpers was one

of more than ordinary ability. He was

made superintendent of schools in Aniwa

—took Dr. Paton’s place in his absence.

His man took sick—and when it was ap-

parent that he could not last much longer,

his friends, the people to whom he min-

istered, gathered about, prayed for his

life, wailed piteously over their expected

loss—the man, just as death approached,

opened his eyes, said to those who were by

:

“Oh, don’t you see the dear Jesus, see the

beautiful Jesus. Oh, see.” He asked

young people to give themselves to the ser-

vice of a Master who wrought such trans-

formation in lives of men, who only

months ago were cannibals. The lecturer

believed God had in his providence made

the Bible easily to be translated into any

tongue. He found only oiie word in the

English for which there was no equivalent

in the languages of the islands. To find

a word for faith gave him trouble for

months. One day he took a chair, sat

down on it, asked one of the teachers what

he was doing. “Just sitting,” the man
said. He then drew up his feet so that

both rested on the lower round of the chair

and threw his left arm over the back of

the chair and said to the man, “What am
I doing?” “You are leaning and resting

on it.” The man had found his word.

The man of God who wanted so much to

be God’s help to them, had gotten from one

of them the word that is likely to be God’s

word of grace to them in time to come.
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This man has given three sons as min-

isters to God’s service—two of them are

missionaries in the islands. Said if he had

fifty he would willingly devote them all

to the one work. Touchingly he besought

the young people before him to enter the

service of the dear Lord Jesus, and be

ready to enter any one of the foreign fields

that the Lord may open before them.
It was a joy to have this man in the

college and in the home. The Doctor

spoke in the Presbyterian church, and in

the evening to a very large audience. The
literary societies of the college met in the

morning after the exercises in the college

and adjourned their evening sessions so

as to hear the missionary again at the

other house.

We will not soon see his like again.

W. P. Johnston. '

Geneva College, Feb. 10, 1900.

N. B.—N. S.

—This article was prepared for January

Olive Trees, but was mislaid and for-

gotten by the author. It will, however, be

read with no less interest in March.

—

Among the many congregations visited

in my three different trips during the past

year, there is not to be found any more in-

telligent people on the mission work of the

Church than I found in Nova Scotia.

Many of the homes have the large map
of the Foreign Mission Field of the R. P.

Church, and Olive Trees is to be found

in almost every family. These two means

of intelligence are the secret of a whole

people better informed on our mission en-

terprises than the average congregation.

There was a genuine piquancy that was

refreshing in the way in which the people

chatted away about missionaries, places,

schools, natives by name, that proved in-

timate acquaintance with the details of

the work abroad.

Another individuality of the congrega-

tion in the hand of Evangeline was their

liberality. As elsewhere acknowledged,

not only did they treat the missionary

well, but there was a good amount—$25

or near that—that was contributed in ad-

dition to their regular annual collection in

December, for the Foreign Mission work.

If there is any one who needs the kindly

sympathy of his brethren, or, it may be

better to say, the hearty appreciation of his

brethren, in the ministry, it is such a mis-

sionary-hearted pastor as ministers to the

Covenanters in that British colony. To

drive three miles and preach in the morn-

ing, and then to drive seven or eight miles

further for an afternoon service, to be fol-

lowed by an evening service twenty-two

miles from home. Such workers and such

an intelligent people come at once into the

hearts of a missionary and enrich memory

for many a day to come in a far-away land.

In St. John it was refreshing to find a

small company of our brethren maintain-

ing the reformation principles who are

sc highly appreciated by the public among
whom they live that their own numbers

were quadrupled by those interested in

missions. Such a turn out can not be at-

tributed to the speaker, as he was an en-

tire stranger to every one, and there is only

one explanation to a condition of affairs

as refreshing as it is rare, and that is

that our brethren of St. John “walk in

wisdom toward them that are without (our

Church), redeeming the time.” While

these brethren feel that they are but a

mere handful among the multitudes, yet

it means much to every missionary in this

way: when the messenger of the Cross in

a foreign land feels the depressing effect

of conscious weakness against the hordes

of heathenism, the memory of some pastor

in the home land, and the little handful of

members bravely maintaining their prin-

ciples in circumstances so adverse that

many a sneering, “What’s the use ?” smites

upon them time and again, encourages the
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missionary as being not alone. Many a

lone watcher doing picket duty is nerved

by the thought of one and another like

lone guardian of a common trust stand-

ing manfully to his post. Like one of

old, I thank God and take courage, when

I meet such a pastor with his people as

was found in St. John, N. B.

The facilities for an intelligent grasp

of our workers and their work, is but a

trifle, and the wonder is that any are con-

tent to be without the means of informa-

tion. There is a value in every genuine

struggle to maintain holy principles,

though, like the beautiful rainbow, it is

best seen from a single point of view.

J. B. Dodds.

THE NAME ABOVE EVERY
NAME

{Concluded from p. 61
)

II. The family is under Ilis hand.

Prof. W. Z. Ripley, in a recent Lowell In-

stitute lecture, said : “The organization

of the family is the surest criterion of the

stage of social evolution attained by a

people. No other phase of human asso-

ciation is so many-sided, so fundamental,

so pregnant for the future.” President

Mark Hopkins wrote : “In my view the

continuance of our institutions depends on

the purity, the sacredness and the well-

ordering of families. Have what public

schools you may, enlighten the people as

you may, and without the family as forma-

tive, and as offering in its spirit the only

model of a right government, the perma-

nence of free institutions in any such form

as to make them a blessing is impossible.”

Dr. Theodore D. Woolsey, having in mind
our political institutions, said : “Whether

we are to be a thoroughly Christian nation

or to decay and lose our present political

forms depends on our ability to keep

family life pure and simple.”

In the original constitution of the

family, a rib was taken from Adam’s side,

and of it God made the woman. She was

bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh. In

nature, soul and destiny she is man’s

equal. But in the constitution of the

family she is the official subordinate of

her husband. Authority is lodged in the

husband. Wives are enjoined to submit to

their husbands. This is not the obedience

of inferior and superior, as children obey-

ing their parents, but the yielding of

one equal to another, the voluntary recog-

nition of God’s order, as the members of

presbytery defer to the moderator. In

this voluntary submission of wives to their

husbands, they are honoring Christ’s

authority. The origin of woman was a

mystery that baffled Jewish scholars from

Moses to Paul. And hence that apostle

said : “The mystery is great
;
but for my

part I refer it to the mystical union be-

tween Christ and His people.” The chil-

dren are a trust from God. They are to

obey their parents in the Lord. Parents

are responsible. God said of Abraham:

“I know him, that he will command his

children and his household after him
;
and

they shall keep the way of the Lord to do

justice and judgment.” God’s seal is upon

the Jews to this day because they honor

the family. Our Scottish forefathers were

gieat because they prized the home. Fam-

ily worship morning and evening, and

Sabbaths spent in the public and private

exercises of God’s worship placed Scotch-

men at the head of affairs in every land.

The Puritans of New England were severe

in their home training. But their boys

and girls grew up to be great men and

women. President Edwards’ children al-

ways arose when their father entered the

room. This respect for parents made them

noble princes in all the earth. When a

Scotch lass had read Burns’ “Cotter’s

Saturday Night,” she said: “He was no

smart man who wrote that, for it is just
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what I have seen at my father’s house for

twenty years.” Scotch Covenanters in this

country and everywhere love Robert Burns

because he described their home life so

accurately.

“They round the ingle form a circle wide^

The sire turns o’er wi’ patriarchal grace

The big ha’ Bible, ’ance his father’s pride,

And ‘let us worship God/ he says, wi’

solemn air.

“They chant their artless notes in simple

guise,

The priest-like father reads the sacred

page,

And kneeling down to heaven’s eternal

King,

The saint, the father and the husband

prays.”

“From scenes like those old Scotia’s grand-

eur springs,

That makes her loved at home, revered

abroad.”

III. The nation is under His hand.

In the Revelation the Lord Jesus Christ

is “the lion of the tribe of Judah,” Gen.

49 :9 ;
“the root of David,” Isa. 11 :1 ;

“the

Lamb,” bearing marks of recent slaughter,

Isa. 53 :7, who takes the book from the

hand of God in which are recorded the

secret purposes of God concerning His

people. He breaks the “seven seals,”

bringing God’s judgments upon Pagan

Rome
;
blows the “seven trumpets,” bring-

ing divine judgments upon Greek and

Latin Rome, both of which hindered the

Church, although nominally Christian;

and pours out the “seven vials” upon

Papal Rome, sweeping from the earth that

system of iniquity. He is head over all

things to His Church. Solomon built his

temple upon Mount Moriah. He sent a

boon of hands to the forests of Lebanon to

fell timbers and prepare and transport

them to Jerusalem. Another company

was sent to the quarries in the mountains

to get out stones for the building. A
third company was sent to the plains to

make castings. These men did not know

the plan of the building. They only knew

their part of the work. But so thoroughly

had Solomon matured his plan, that when

the timbers were brought from the forests

and the stones from the quarries and the

castings from the plains, the building went

up without sound of axe or hammer. So

the Lord Jesus Christ is building His

temple through the ages. You hear of

wars and rumors of wars. That is the

Mediator felling timbers in His forest.

You see nation dashed against nation, un-

til blood flows to the horse’s bridle. That

is the blasting in the Mediatorial quarry.

You see revolutions which result in the

blending of nations. That is the Mediator

making castings for His spiritual house.

“Why rage the heathen and vain things

why do the people mind,

Kings of the earth do set themselves and

princes are combined,

To plot against the Lord and His

anointed, saying thus

:

Let us asunder break their hands and cast

their cords from us.

He that in heaven sits shall laugh, the

Lord shall scorn them all.

Then shall He speak to them in wrath,

in rage He vex them shall.”

The Southern States refused to be held

by the cords of the divine law. The

reigning Mediator laughed, and slavery

fell before Him. Spain refused to be

held by the bands of divine justice in

Cuba. The King in Zion laughed and she

was stripped of all her colonial posses-

sions and driven back to the peninsula to

finish her brief period of probation.

Great Britain, without a justifiable pre-

text, went to war with the Boers in South
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Africa. . . . -. But now that the

gauge of battle has been thrown down,

the issue is taken out of human hands.

The Mediator is now riding forth. And
He will order the battle and bring out of

the conflict the good which He has

promised His people.

The exigencies of war have thrown upon

our Government the responsibility for the

government of the Philippines. And
there does not seem any other way than

to assert our sovreignty there. But the

Roman question is the real issue there.

The Roman friars and priests have robbed

and degraded the people for centuries.

And there can be no peace except by ex-

pelling these orders and confiscating the

property and giving it to the people. But

this is what our Government is not willing

to do. And so the reigning Mediator sits

in heaven and laughs at our folly. Will

we get in line with His revealed purpose

to destroy Rome with the breath of His

mouth and consume with the brightness of

His coming, or will we go on in folly to be

punished ?

IV. The Church is under His hand.

He is the Church’s Head. He is her life-

giving Head, her ruling Head, her protect-

ing Head. He is her law-giver and king

and judge. Her doctrine, discipline, wor-

ship and government are in His hand.

God gave His Son, who is the fullness of

Him that filleth all in all, and who has

been made head over all things—God gave

Him to His Church. What a gift ! He
gathers His people out of all nations and

tongues and people. He brings them from

the North and South and East and West

into His kingdom. He will by and by

heal the divisions in Zion. His praise

shall be one, as His name is one through-

out all the earth. When the Holy Spirit

has revealed the way of life perfectly by

taking all the things of Christ found in

the word and showing them unto His peo-

ple, and when the spirit of love shall have

wrought His perfect work in the hearts of

His people, then shall the watchmen see

eye to eye and shall sing together with one

voice.

V. The man Christ Jesus reigns by the

Holy Ghost. Christ’s miraculous birth was

by the Holy Ghost. At the Jordan He
was baptized with the Holy Ghost. By
the Holy Ghost He was led into the wilder-

ness to be tempted of the devil. By the

Holy Ghost He wrought miracles and

preached the Kingdom of Heaven. By
the Holy Spirit He offered Himself upon

the cross. By the Holy Ghost He arose

from the dead. By the Holy Ghost He
ascended to glory and imparted the power

of the Spirit to His people. By the Holy

Ghost He exercises universal dominion.

The seven lamps of fire which John saw

burning before the Mediatorial throne are

the seven Spirits of God or the seven-fold

operation of the Holy Ghost. The seven

horns and seven eyes of the Lamb upon the

throne are the seven Spirits of God sent

forth into all the earth. The Holy Spirit

works according to law. He directs the

stars in their courses by the law of gravita-

tion. He controls the tides by the attrac-

tion of the moon. He directs the winds by

the laws of motion that determine the cur-

rents of air. He keeps in his command
beasts, birds and fishes by the laws of in-

stinct that are imbedded in the constitu-

tion of their being. He controls men by

the laws of motive and impulse, of thought

and desire, of pride and ambition. Man
proposes, the Holy Ghost disposes. His

counsel stands, and He does all His pleas-

ure. He controls His Church by His

special and peculiar and gracious opera-

tions in and by the word of God.

It is a fixed and unalterable fact that

if we obey the law of a force, that force

will obey us. It is so in electricity. Men
know little of it yet. About 90 per cent.
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of the force of the electric current that

drives our street cars is lost. It goes into

the ground. Only about 10 per cent, is

utilized. Men do not understand its laws

yet. But the Holy Ghost does, and He
will teach His people as He taught Beza-

liel to devise all manner of cunning work.

There is enough latent heat in the ocean

to burn it up if liberated. The Holy

Ghost knows the secret spring to touch to

let it loose. Some day He will reveal

that secret of the hiding of God’s power.

Enough heat falls upon New York City at

the noon hour of a summer day to produce

ail the steam power used in the United

States for a year. The Holy Ghost will

some day reveal to man the way to use this

power. Men recognize that these forces of

nature must be used according to the laws

of their being. Why can men not be con-

vinced that the moral energies of the Holy

Ghost, in the human heart, in the home, in

the public schools, in the city govern-

ment, in our civil system of free govern-

ment, can be secured only by the accept-

ance of the moral law of God, and a care-

ful, severe and constant application of its

precepts to our character and life? And
why is the Church so slow to believe that

if she would be filled with the Holy Ghost,

she must put out the world ? Secret, oath-

bound societies must go out. Sabbath-

breaking corporations, both employer and

employe, must go. The Sunday news-

paper, its buyer, its reader, its maker, its

owner—all must go. The drunkard, the

drunkard-maker, the government officials

that legalize it and the voters that sanction

it—all must go. Satan must be cast out

before the Holy Ghost comes in. But the

Holy Ghost will not come in so long as His

people corrupt His worship. He is a

jealous God. His jealousy burns most

vehemently in His sanctuary. He will en-

dure no wicked thing in His sight. World-

ly singers and worldly players on instru-

ments and worldly songs and worldly in-

struments must be cast out. And God’s

people can then sing God’s songs, with

their God-given voices, from their Spirit-

filled hearts. This is praise. This is wor-

ship. Then will the Church be clothed

with power from above. And when she

cries : “Put on thy strength, 0 arm of

the Lord !” the Spirit will reply : “Put

on thy strength, 0 Zion !”

J. M. Foster.
Boston

,
Mass.

A CHRISTIAN KING.

The first Christian king in equatorial

Africa is David Kasagama, ninth king of

Toro, a kingdom about 180 miles long

and 100 miles wide, lying immediately to

the north of Lake Albert Edward Nyanza.

He is about twenty-two years of age, and

in stature a regular Saul of his race. He
was baptized at Mengo in March, 1896.

Bishop Tucker, who visited his country in

May, 1896, and had also seen him con-

tinually while being taught for baptism in

Mengo, describes him as a remarkably

able, intelligent man, full of zeal and

energy. He has written a remarkable let-

ter to “The Elders of the Church in

Europe,” full of devotion to Christ, and

asking their prayers for himself and for

his kingdom, that it may be a lamp to

spread the light in the dark nations

around. Mr. A. B. Fisher says that after

ten months’ close contact with him, he

knows every word of the letter to have

come straight from the king’s heart.

—

C.

M. Gleaner.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

—The Ecumenical Conference on For-

eign Missions, to be held in New York, be-

ginning April 21, 1900, promises to be

a notable gathering. It will continue in

session nine days, not including Sabbaths,

when many of the delegates will occupy

pulpits in the City and vicinity. Men of

world-wide reputation as statesmen, edu-

cationalists and financiers, as well as the

most distinguished missionary workers,

representing every land that has been

reached with the Gospel, will be present.

Among the two thousand delegates may
be named Jacob Chamberlain, whose faith

has been so often tested in India; William

Ashmore, who has spent half a century of

successful service in China; John G.

Faton, whose passion for souls is leading

him, even in old age, to toil on that the

Master may be glorified in the complete

evangelization of the New Hebrides, the

scene of many a miracle of grace
;
Corinne

Shattuck, whose heroism during the

Armenian massacre in Oorfa, Central

Turkey, has given her an imperishable

name in missionary annals; and many
others wrhose devotedness has endeared

them to the Church of Jesus Christ. It

will be an inspiration even to look into

the faces of these consecrated men and

women.

It is expected that President McKinley

will attend at least one session of the Con-

ference and throw the weight of his in-

fluence, as Chief Magistrate of this na-

tion, on the side of Christianity, as the

great need of the world. In conversation

with a delegation from the Press Commit-

tee that called on him at the White

House in January, he expressed the most

hearty sympathy with the movement, and,

though unable to make a definite promise,

left the impression that he would be pres-

ent, if not hindered by official duties.

The results hoped for from the Con-

ference are “a clearer apprehension of the

principles and methods of mission work

drawn from a century of experience; a

vindication of Christian missions by an

array of testimony as to their influence

and results that will convince all thought-

ful men of their ability and power; and

a great practical advance toward Christian

unity.”

It will make glad the heart of the

Church to know that the men on whom
rests the burden of preparation for this

gathering feel the need of its prayers.

In one of the first circulars sent out, they

say: “If the Conference is to carry the

Church forward with it into the new cen-

turyin the ‘fulness of the blessing of the

Gospel of Christ,’ it must itself be lifted

and carried through on a flood-tide of

prayer. It is no spirit of conventionalism

that leads us to call upon the Church to

pray—to pray, «iot once, nor twice, but

continually, till in truth the whole Church

shall, with one accord, wait on God for the

outpouring of His Spirit upon the Con-

ference, that through it there may be a

more entire consecration, and a better un-

derstanding of the principles and methods

involved in the prosecution of this Avork.”'

On Thursday, January 11, devotional

meetings were held, morning and after-

noon, in the Marble Collegiate Church,

New York, and every one felt the presence

and power of the Holy Spirit. The even-

ing meeting, too, at which plans were dis-

cussed, was, as one writer says, “spiritual

through and through.” More recently a

request was sent to pastors, that the “Con-

ference and what it represents be the sub-
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ject of a sermon in all the churches on the

last Sabbath of February, and be made
the topic of the next succeeding weekly

prayer meeting”; or, if more convenient,

at another date. This request was made
under “the deepest conviction that the

spiritual needs of this great meeting are

paramount, and that its real success de-

pends on the guidance and the presence

of the great Head of the Church.” Is not

this intense longing for the co-operation of

prayers “proof that God is with those who
are working in the matters of organiza-

tion and preparation,” and “promise that

He will continue to be with them, and that

by His aid the coming Conference shall

be ecumenical, not only in its scope, its

sjunpathies and outlook, but also, and

especially, that it shall be ecumenical in

its spiritual power.”

Every minister, who can attend, should

be present, that he may get a blessing him-

self, and be a spring of blessing to his

congregation on returning home. Seats

must be reserved in the Main Hall for

delegates representing the various so-

cieties
;
but provision will be made for all

who come to get the benefit of a gathering

of men and women, from whose hearts

rises every day the earnest prayer : “God
be merciful unto us and bless us, and

cause His face to shine upon us
;
that Thy

way may be known upon earth, Thy sav-

ing health among all nations.”

It will be interesting to visitors to learn

that one feature of the Conference will be

a Missionary Exhibit. “Material is be-

ing gathered from every mission land in

order to vividly present, through the eye,

the social and moral condition of the peo-

ples among whom the missionaries are

laboring. It will be the endeavor also to

make it as far as possible a progressive ex-

hibit, showing the results of a hundred

years of missionary effort. It will com-

bine a library and a museum, and will

comprise publications of all kinds; maps
and charts; pictures; curios in dress and

workmanship, and objects of religious

worship, such as idols and fetiches—all

intended to illustrate the actual surround-

ings of the missionary in his work.”

The total expense of the Conference, in-

cluding entertainment of foreign dele-

gates, rent of halls, stenographic reports

of addresses, publications of proceedings,

etc., is estimated at $50,500. Deducting

$13,000 probable return from the sale of

two-volume report, the net expense will be

$37,500. It is hoped that the small pro-

portion of this large sum asked from the

lieformed Presbyterian Church in Amer-
ica will be cheerfully given to Christ for

this purpose. Each congregation con-

tributing not less than five dollars will

receive a copy of the Report.

—Special attention is called to the fol-

lowing appeal

:

The Mission Conference made the fol-

lowing recommendations to last Synod.

After careful consideration, they were

unanimously adopted

:

$200 for Cornwallis and $100 for St.

John and Barnesville Congregations.

$100 for Ryegate Congregation.

$500 for Baltimore Congregation and

Conococheague Mission Station.

$200 for East End, $100 for Mercer and

Adamsville, $150 for North Union, $100

for Oil Creek, $60 for Middletown, $100

for Youngstown, $60 for Clarksburg and

$500 for McKeesport Congregations, and

$30 for Centreville Mission Station.

$400 for Mansfield, $100 for Mus-

kingum and La Tomica, $300 for New
Concord Congregations, and $50 for Mid-

dle Wheeling Mission Station.

$200 for Fair Grove Congregation, $300

in case of a settlement.

$400 for St. Louis Congregation.

$150 for Hebron, $75 for Tabor, $400

for Superior, $100 for Beulah, $150 for
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Homewood, $125 for Quinter, $300 for

Wahoo, $500 for Topeka, $500 for Kansas

City and $150 for North Cedar Congrega-

tions.

$400 for Seattle, $500 for Denver and

$100 for La Junta Congregations.

The Presbyteries receive the amounts

appropriated, but only as needed to pay for

work done.

The collection for Home Missions was

taken up on the first Sabbath of Septem-

ber. At its meeting in December, the

Board was enabled, by anticipating the

April dividend, to pay 40 per cent, of the

amount appropriated by Synod. Sixty per

cent, is thus left unprovided for. Just to

the extent a response is made to this ap-

peal will the Board be enabled to make

additional payments to the Presbyteries.

Forty per cent. ! That means that these

laborers in the church’s employ will re-

ceive only $4 out of every $10 they have

earned this year. No one will say the

compensation if paid in full is too large.

What amount of self-denial, indeed, it may
be in some cases of suffering, such a with-

holding of promised support will entail

can be known only by those who are called

on to undergo it.

Forty per cent. That means that we

shall go to next Synod with a debt of about

$4,000. In that case we must either sus-

pend for a time our home mission work,

greatly curtail it, or go on accumulating a

debt which we have no prospect of paying.

$1,066.61 of the amount raised since

Synod were applied to make up last year’s

deficit. If there be a deficit at the close

of this year of $4,000, how much will re-

main for our work?

These facts are presented to the Church

in the hope that they will result in liberal

congregational collections and individual

donations. Congregations that have not

taken up collections are asked to do so at

once. Those that have already done so

—

is it unreasonable to ask them in this

emergency to take up a second?

Pastors are most earnestly asked to

press the needs of the Home Mission upon

the attention of their members, and do

what they can to raise the $4,000 needed

to meet the obligations incurred by Synod.

By order of Central Board of Missions,

J. W. Sproull,
Chairman.

A. C. Coulter,
Secretary.

W. J. Coleman,
Corresponding Secretary.

No word of ours could add anything to

the impressiveness of this statement. It

ought to be read with prayer and acted on

promptly, as in the sight of the Lord.

—A recent letter informs us that the

C. E. Society of Olathe Congregation “de-

cided to give last year’s money to support

a native preacher in Syria.” The Treas-

urer, Miss Jessie Aikin, inclosed a post-

office order for fifteen dollars and seventy-

nine cents, with a request for information

as to the exact amount required for that

purpose, and a promise to pay the balance

out of this year’s collections.

—Miss Linnie J. Long, Corresponding

Secretary of the C. E. Society of the Col-

lege Beformed Presbyterian Cfiurch,

writes “that the society has pledged $110

to missions for this year, and this money,

we have decided, is to be used toward the

support of a helper or helpers in the work

in China.”

—Towards the close of January, Olive

Trees received a letter from Morning
Sun, la., covering ten dollars, a contri-

bution to the Syrian Mission, “from Eosa

T. Wilson and C. E. Wilson,” mission-

aries of the United Presbyterian Church
at Gurdaspur, India : a fine example of in-

ter denominational fellowship.

—Fifteen dollars were recently received

through Miss Amanda Harvev, Treasurer
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of the C. E. Society, connected with the

congregation in Utica, 0. The money is

“to be applied on the Foreign Mission

debt.”

—Since last report the following con-

tributions have reached us, from the young

women of the Reformed Presbyterian

Church toward the salary for their mis-

sionary for an eighth j
rear

:

Julia B. Lynn, Rochester, N. Y. .

.

$5.20

Miss Sadie A. Sterrett, Olathe, Kan. 3.65

Miss A. Rachel Wylie 3.65

Miss Lizzie Sterrett 3.65

Mrs. Elizabeth T. Wylie . . 5.20

Miss Sadie E. Caskey, Allegheny,

Pa LOO
Mrs. Jas. R. McKee 10.00

Miss Susie S. Wiggins, Philadel-

phia, Pa 5.20

A Friend of Missions, New York. . 12.50

Another Friend of Missions 12.50

One contribution lias also been paid in

toward the salary of Elders’ Missionary

for a seventh year

:

In memory of Jas. R. McKee $15.00

—In a private letter from Rev. Louis

Myer, Glenwood, Minn., speaking of mis-

sionary effort, he says: “We intend to

take up a collection next Sabbath (Feb-

ruary 18), for the famine sufferers in In-

dia, and the proceeds will be sent to the

Reformed Presbytery of India.”

—The Saloon a Nuisance and License

Unconstitutional. By James Renwick Dill.

This little volume discusses a subject of

the deepest interest to every Christian

patriot. The author writes with the pen

of an enthusiast, and his reasoning is clear

and conclusive. A production so instruc-

tive and timely, merits a wide circulation,

and we cordially commend it to the readers

of Olive Trees. It is “designed,” as Mr.

Dill says, in a prefatory note, “to be a

stenographic report of the proceedings of

a presumable case in the United States

Supreme Court, in which the traffic in in-

toxicating drink receives the death-blow.

The scene carries us into the future, and

may be regarded as prophetical of that

which must shortly come to pass.”

Send 30 cents to J. R. Dill, 2436 Myrtle-

vood Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and add

this book to your library.

—Rev. John McDonald, a Reformed

Presbyterian pastor in Scotland, has

mailed to us the prospectus of a volume he

is about to issue, bearing the title, Nehush-

tan; or State Establishments and Endow-
ment of the Church of Christ, Examined
in the Light of the Word of God—both

Old and New Testaments; together with

An Examination of the History of State

Establishment and Endowment of the

Church
, and the Evils Resulting There-

from, from the Time of Constantine,

Early in the Fourth Century, to the Pres-

ent Time.

We cannot afford space for the circular

in full. But we are told that the volume,

in handsome cloth binding, will contain

about four hundred pages. The price will

be one dollar in the United States, car-

riage paid, and to every person ordering

ten copies, eleven will be sent.

All orders should be addressed to John

McDonald, 2 York Terrace, Shettleston,

Glasgow.

Olive Trees indicates on the wrapper of each issue

date when sttbscription expires
,
that its readers may

not be annoyed with Bills.



DIRECTORY OF

HOME FOR THE AGED OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

UNDEN AVE., ALLEGHENY, PA.

President, Mrs. J. T. Morton, Perrysville Ave.

Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Wm. Hice, Lombard St.

Recording Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Sloane, Sheridan, Pa.

Treasurer, Mrs. J. W. Sproull, 122 East North Ave.

Donation Secretary, Mrs. Jno. Allen, 39 Tremont St.

Chairman, Receiving Committee, Mrs. R. J. George, 223 Arch St.

PTP1\TTPT7 A nm T TPPTP The onJy College in the
LtiLIN -Hi VA UUjjJjJZjUuil . u. S. under control of the

Reformed Presbyterian Synod, O. S.

NEW COURSES, Our papers accepted at Columbia, Princeton, Cornell, Michigan
NEW FACILITIES, University. Better work is being done, year by year.

NEW BUILDINGS, Children of Clergymen Have Tuition at Half Rates.

Write for particulars to

W. P. JOHNSTON, Pres.

BEAVER FALLS, PA.

Price List of Psalters.
Double Psalter with Music, . . 87 Cents.

From 2 to 6 Copies, . . . 80 “

Over 6 Copies and less than 20, . . 75 “

All Orders for 20 Copies and over, . . 70 “

In every case the purchaser must send 13 cents extra for postage or pay express-
age at his end of the line.

Single Revised Psalter with Music, 70c. or 80c. by Mail.

Long Primer, Revised, , . 35c. or 40c. “

Minion, Revised, . . . 20c. or 25c. “

Minion, Old Version, . . . 18c. or 20c. “

When Books are sent fay Freight 50 cents will be Charged for Boxing and Shipping.

CASH SHOULD ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS.

r. m. sommerville,
325 West 56th St., New York.

Entered am Second Class Matter at New York PostOfficr.
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’Neills.
6th Ave., 20th to 21st St., New York.

IMPORTERS AND RETAILERS
Dry Goods, Fancy Goods, Cloaks, Costumes, Fine Hillinery, Laces, Velvets,

Draperies, House Furnishing Goods, Groceries, etc., etc.

A Reliable Sewing Machine....

SOMETHING EVERY HOUSEWIFE SHOULD OWN.

If you haven’t one, save your money and buy an “ O’NEILL.”
It doesn’t cost much, is thoroughly reliable in every way, and will save

you an immense amount of work.
The “O’NEILL” is made for us by one of the largest sewing machine

concerns in the United States, and is guaranteed by us for a period of five

years. Here are the prices :

The “O’NEILL,” li, three drawers, nicely finished .$13.80
The “O’NEILL,” No. 1, elegantly finished in oak or walnut, 3 drawers $15.00
The “O’NEILL,” No. 2, oak or walnut, five drawers $16.80
The “O’NEILL,” No. 3, oak or walnut, seven drawers . . . . $17.20
With Novelty Drophead $10.60

A Complete Set of Attachments goes with Each Machine.

THREE REASONS WHY WE SELL THIS MACHINE SO CHEAP:

FIRST—Because we intend to do the Sewing Machine Business of New York.

SECOND—Because we employ no expensive agents.

THIRD—Because we’re satisfied with a small profit.

Be sure and see it before you make your purchase. It is superior in every way
and cheaper in price than any other sewing machine sold in New York.

H. O’NEILL & CO., s,xth Ave
N;^
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